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supplementary way. In the light of these two ideas everything is set, 
and the results reached are consequently vitiated in proportion as 
these ideas are overworked, and that, too, in spite of the author's evi- 
dent care to be thorough and just in all parts of his work. The chief 
results of the investigation are as follows : (i) In his testimony con- 
cerning himself Paul exhibits the firm persuasion that he has left no 
duty undone, and that sin has no more part in him. There are, indeed, 
" limits to this perfection." He has not yet reached the goal. Some- 
times, it may >be, he betrays a sense of something in himself akin to 
sin. But, in any case, such a feeling is but faint and transitory. The 
enthusiasm of Paul's faith expels it forthwith. (2) In the churches 
Paul often found sins to blame, but he always regarded them as inex- 
plicable anomalies, and in his inextinguishable optimism he regarded 
them as but transitory. He firmly trusted that all believers would be 
found without fault at the Lord's appearing. (3) Finally, as to the 
apostle's theory, " this is the most important — and most regretable — 
result, that Paul, although he had knowledge of sin in the life of 
Christians, as theorist denied it. That he was able to do this is to be 
comprehended from his enthusiastic hope of the parousia, from the 
faith that the shortness of the time until the judgment day would per- 
mit believers to keep free from sin." " That the look into the near 
future rules the whole life, that it makes sin impossible, or, if it exists, 
immediately expels it, this is the fundamental characteristic of the 
whole Pauline theology." 

The main fault of the book is that it makes of the predominantly 
sober, practical Paul, who was distinguished above all the other apostles 
by the tact with which he ever accommodated himself to concrete con- 
ditions, " an abstract idealist and doctrinaire enthusiast, who under- 
stood, as few have done, how to frame theories without any regard to 
reality " (Clemen), and (we may add) to continue to apply them in the 
face of the most stubborn facts. And this fault is really fundamental. 
Nevertheless, the book has many marked excellences and will certainly 
repay a careful study. j R Van Pelt 

University of Denver. 
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tion to the " Bibliotheque de l'enseignement de l'histoire eccl£sias- 
tique." It is intended to be an introduction to the subject, a handbook 
for students, not an exhaustive treatise. The changes from the first 
edition are not numerous, being restricted to the correction of 
typographical errors, the addition of some literature, and notices of 
recent finds, such as the Logia. The discussions cover the literature 
down to Justinian, or to about the middle of the sixth century, the 
date of the beginning of the Byzantine literature. But within these 
limits the Greek writings alone receive attention, the Latin being 
reserved for another volume. 

Following the lead of Kriiger, and perhaps influenced by ecclesiasti- 
cal and dogmatic reasons of his communion, the author has included 
in his treatment the books of the New Testament, thus bringing them 
into organic connection with the writings of the following periods. 
Against this procedure no valid reasons can be urged except such as 
find their basis solely in dogmatic considerations quite different from 
those of the author. The whole period till about 550 A. D. is divided 
into three sections, Hippolytus and Anastasius furnishing the dividing 
points. Inside these periods the literature purports to be divided accord- 
ing to topics, but the classification is erroneous in many respects and at a 
number of points, writings being grouped together which have no con- 
nection. Here the author's plan is quite the reverse of Kriiger's, which 
is based upon the geographical distribution of the writers and shows 
the literary activity of Christianity in many widely distant fields. 
Batiffol, on the other hand, adds nothing but a faulty classification and 
brief expositions of sections of that activity and of the wide scope which 
it took. He, however, covers about two hundred years more than 
Kriiger. 

The fact that the book is written from the Roman standpoint does 
not conduce to a scientific treatment, and this character is, in fact, quite 
lacking. The author has gathered a good many facts and has set them 
down in readable form, but as an introduction or a students' handbook 
his performance is distinctly inferior to Kriiger's " History." The 
lack of a complete index, and the meagerness of the citation of the 
literature of the subject, rob the present volume of much of its value 
as a book of reference or as a vade mecum in the deeper an d more exhaust- 
ive study of patristic literature. 

Charles R. Gillett. 

Library, Union Theological Seminary, 
New York. 



